
Purloined Plovers
' By LAUREN GRILLI ' [J^

Officials are currently .

seeking. information about: a _
woman who-stole four baby,,.

Piping Plovers from a crowd-"

cd Duxbury Beach two week-:' vf

ends ago.

The endangered birds,.'■
which use their camouflage to

protect themselves from predr'O
ators, were stolen.at approxiT->Jf

mately 2:35 p.mi on Sunday/' PIOVersFnecSts;?lie3on')the
July 10:' ..dunes under enclosures,: like

The plovers - a mother, this one.1, ^/f; •
father, and four.babies-had .'*, ,u"f^- ,
made their way through' the .1 "At- that P?mt' ua ?0[ia^
thick beach vegetation from ™Va.fUmed l° ,be !" ^
their nest to "the bay side, tCe"S) W?s seen leaning to:
according to Charlie Fargpof ^.P'^^P .^ chicks," said ;
the ■ -n,,xh,,rV. Beach - Harbormasler Don Beers..He >
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continued
from

page
one

then
h
a
n
d
e
d
t
h
e
m

to
an

older

w
o
m
a
n
,
.
'
w
h
o

officials
pre

s
u
m
e

to
be,

his
mother.'

T
w
o

other
younger

boys
were'also

p
r
e
s
e
n
t

'
*'-■'

v•-^"•'■;
';

W
h
e
n

witnesses
a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
e
d

the
w
o
m
a
n

a
n
d

told
her

to
stop,

«she:
tucked

the
birds

inside
her

shirt;and
took

off
to

the
resident

park
ing

lot
o
n
the

E
a
s
V
E
n
d
:
6
f
the'

beach,"
said

Fargo'.witnesses
s
a
y

that
the

w
o
m
a
n

c
o
u
l
d
not

speak
English.'

'
■.-■->•.:.:

W
h
e
n

contacted
b
y

the
.
witnesses,^

B
e
e
r
s

..said
h
e

immediately
responded

b
y

dispatching,
all

unit&and
con

tacting",
the

Massachusetts
Environmental

Police,
the

U
S

Fish
and

Wildlife
Service,

the
Massachusetts

Division
of

Fisheries
&

Wildlife
Association,

a
n
d

the
beach's

o
w
n
e
r
,

t
h
e

D
u
x
b
u
r
y

B
e
a
c
h

Reservation,
Inc.

"
W
e

figured
that

she
h
a
d

d
r
o
p
p
e
d

the
birds

o
n
c
e

s
h
e

realized
the

w
r
o
n
g

s
h
e
'
d

d
o
n
e
,
"

said
B
e
e
r
s
.

.
W
h
i
l
e

authorities
we're

searching
for

the
woman,-Plover

.monitors
s
c
o
u
r
e
d
the

b
e
a
c
h
.
f
o
r
the

f
o
u
r

birds,
but

neither
the

w
o
m
a
n

n
o
r
the

birds
w
e
r
e
f
o
u
n
d
.

Since
the.

Piping.
Plovers

are,;
an.

e
n
d
a
n
g
e
r
e
d

-species,

they
are

protected
at-both

the
state

a
n
d
-
federal

level.
T
h
e

theft
o
f

an
:e
n
d
a
n
g
e
r
e
d

species
is

:both
a

state-
a
n
d

federal
crime,

a
n
d

this
partic

ular
c
r
i
m
e
carries

a
hefty

fine

o
f

a
possible

$25j000
per

b
i
r
d
.
/
;

,
i
.
V
.
'
:

•

Officials
believe1

that^the

w
o
m
a
n

w
a
s

not
a

Diixbury
:residency

;
"
W
e
'
t
g
^
k
^
t
p
.
;
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s
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e
"
that

"
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^
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c
;

g
^
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.
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"
that
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^
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n
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v

f
r
o
m
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tawn'wjioVdidn't1:
j
V
t
:

know:
anybeuetf

|-said^irs-
■•v

nesses
m
a
y

be':able
to

recog
nize

her
later

if
she

returns
to

the
beach,"

said.,
Captajn..

Kathleen
'Dojan

lof..
the

Coastal
Enforcement'Bureau

of
the

Massachusetts
E
n
v
i
r
o
n
m
e
n
t
a
l

.
P
o
l
i
c
e

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
.

.
.

W
h
y

the
birds

w
e
r
e

stolen
is

still
u
n
k
n
o
w
n
,
but

officials
h
a
v
e
speculated

that
the

birds

w
e
r
e

stolen
for

c
u
l
i
n
a
r
y
p
u
r

poses.
"
A
s

the
investigation

grew,
it

w
a
s

b
r
o
u
g
h
t

to
.our

attention
that

Pip.ing?Ployers

,are
involvedt

in"
the1

S,outh

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n

diet,"
said

B
e
e
r
s
/

.
"
P
l
o
v
e
r
s

are
a

d
e
l
i
c
a
c
y

throughout
S.outht

America
and-

Latin
America,''

said
F
a
r
g
o
.

■
,

"

T
h
e

police
w
e
r
e
u
n
a
b
l
e

to

obtain
a
license

plate.number,

but
Police

C
h
i
e
f

;M
a
r
k

D
e
L
u
c
a
described

the
w
o
m
a
n

as..
a

.30-year-pld:Hispanic
-

.
w
o
m
a
n
;

5
'
6
?
;
j
U
5
;

Jbs;::
He"

'

described
the

teenager
as

17

years
old,

5'8";,
with

a
f
o
r
m
a
l

,

build,
Rearing

{baggy'
ipants

]
■and

abaseballVapl-•;-•'■-'
:

!
,„..-.

A
n
y
o
n
e

with
information

s'9ns
along

the
beach

like
regarding

this
incident

should
th's

one
warn

beachgoers
of

contact'the
D
u
x
b
u
r
y
Police

at
lne

pfovers'
presence

9
3
4
-
5
6
5
6
.


